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Contact: Aysha Awan, Head of Fundraising and Communications
Email: aysha@onetoonechildrensfund.org
  Tel: 020 7317 7040/Mobile: 07974 666 815
Press release
Hampstead-based Charity One to One Children's Fund hosts Kosovo Social Service Officials
From April 3 to the 8th, One to One Children's Fund is hosting a study tour for eight social care officials from Kosovo. The participants come from Municipal Departments of Social Welfare, the Department of Social Services and the Kosovo Parent Organisation of Children with Disabilities. 
The purpose of the visit is for UK and Kosovo experts to share knowledge regarding the provision of services to children with disabilities and special needs. Experts in these fields working in London will give presentations, arrange tours of best practice schools and services, and One to One Children’s Fund will host discussions on parenting, special needs and fostering & adoption. The participants from Kosovo will share their own experiences and reflect on improvements that can be made to their services.
This study tour, funded by a European Commission Liaison Office grant to One to One Children’s Fund, will benefit the official visiting London, their organisations, and most importantly, the children that they serve. One to One Children's Fund believes that knowledge-sharing is a key component to improved quality of care for children and the communities in which they live. 
There will be a special reception taking place at the Kosovo Embassy, to celebrate what is sure to be a positive and enlightening experience for all parties involved. 
One to One Children's Fund began working in Kosovo in 1999. Initially, their work was in counselling children and their families who had been traumatised by the war, in two centres in the municipalities of Prizren and Peja. One to One Children's Fund also established a country office in Kosovo’s capital, Prishtina and has been responsible for the accredited training of government social workers in counselling skills, from each municipality.
In 2010, the European Commission Liaison Office leveraged this work to fill crucial gaps in the provision of social services to vulnerable children. This meant that One to One Children's Fund’s work expanded to include children with physical and mental special needs, as well as abandoned, abused and neglected children. The Day Care centres run by One to One Children's Fund now benefit over 200 children per month, establishing a model which will be rolled-out to new Day Care Centres in three more municipalities in the next three years.
The Kosovo delegation will visit institutions such as Norwood, Barnet Social Services LAC Team, Camden Fostering and Adoption Team at the Tavistock Clinic, Making Our Services Accessible in Camden (MOSAIC), the Oak Lodge School and Kisharon School. They will also meet with numerous parent support organisations such as Netbuddy, Special Kids in the UK and Parent Partnership Barnet. 
Media enquiries and further information: 
Aysha Awan: Head of Fundraising and Communications
Tel: + 44 (0)7974 666 815 
Email: aysha@onetoonechildrensfund.org 
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Notes to editors

One to One Children’s Fund
One to One Children's Fund relieves the suffering of children who are innocent victims of poverty, disease and conflict. We remedy and prevent the adverse impact of HIV/AIDS and trauma on children, working hand in hand with communities to develop and implement projects which can be scaled and replicated. By delivering sustainable projects and empowering local people, One to One Children’s Fund succeeds in rebuilding lives.

One to One Children’s Fund is a small charity making a big impact. The Charity has established itself in South Africa, the Middle East and Kosovo with ground breaking programmes that are sustainable and life changing. To learn more about One to One Children’s Fund go to www.onetoonechildrensfund.org

Case example in Kosovo

Abnora has cerebral palsy. When One to One Children’s Fund started to work with her and her family Abnora found it difficult to walk, was extremely overweight, was unable to speak, communicating primarily through gesture and little screams. One of the reasons Abnora was so isolated was that she lives on the 4th floor of a building without a lift and her family did not have access to a wheelchair or any other walking aids.  She is also likely to have been kept at home because her parents had no idea of how she could be helped and the stigma associated with having a child in this position. 

The work with Abnora has included giving her exercises to increase her mobility, speech therapy and helping her parents understand how they can continue with this at home. It has also included attending group sessions with others, sessions in which she has had a chance to learn to socialize as well as develop other skills including drawing. This has helped her become more mobile, articulate and able to interact with her peers. 

An important aspect of the work has been helping her parents develop new ways of relating to Abnora and reflect on their experience of caring for her. In view of her progress, there are plans for Abnora to start attending school. 
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